
• When this all started, basically a year ago today: “OK, a few weeks of
shutdowns and then we’re done and back to normal.”

Traffic Engineer-ese: “OK short pause.  Few weeks and we’ll be back.  Don’t collect any traffic data for now, we’ll use historic
information to reflect the future – before long it’ll be the same as the past.”

The Pandemic’s Moving Goal Posts



• As autumn approached: “Is this the new
normal? Nah, soon, surely schools will
open, I will be back at work in a few
weeks, we’ll wear masks. Vaccines are
coming. Right?”

• Traffic Engineer-ese: “Daily volume data are
almost back to pre-pandemic but patterns are
completely different! Is this still temporary?”

The Pandemic’s Moving Goal Posts



The Pandemic’s Moving Goal Posts
• Through the winter waves, vaccinations, variants, here we are: “Holy cow it’s

been a whole year and so much has changed, maybe forever.  What’s next?”

Traffic Engineer-ese:  “Holy cow, it’s been a whole year and so much has changed, maybe forever.  What’s next?”


